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Mr..  rRr.<TPKXT  :  An  annual  meeting  of  tli<'  American  Colonization 
Societv  can  never  fail,  I  presume,  to  l)e  an  occasion  of  deep  interest  to 
the  friends  ol  an  enterprise  so  eminently  philanthropic  in  all  its  purposes, 
and  particularly  grand  in  its  design  to  introduce  the  blessings  of  civiliza- 
tion and  Christianity  into  the  waste  places  of  long-neglected  and  deeply- 
degraded  Africa.  On  the:,  j  occasions,  while  the  attention  of  the  managers 
of  the  aflairs  of  the  Society  ii^  specially  drawn  to  a  review  of  the  labors 
and  results  of  the  year  immediately  preceding,  and  to  the  adoption  of 
additional  measures  deenied  desirable  or  necessary  to  the  further  prose- 
cution of  till'  undertaking,  the  minds  of  its  ])atrons  instinctively  revert 
to  the  great  objects  originally  contemplated  by  the  enterprise,  and  a 
review  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  their  definite  accomplish- 
ment. Anil  in  turning  their  thoughts  to  these  on  the  present  occasion,  I 
think  tliere  can  be  no  fjuestion  that,  notwithstanding  the  stern  opposition 
encountered  from  certain  quarter.s,  in  consequence  of  a  total  misappre- 
hension of  llie  t7ue  pcdicy  and  objects  of  tlie  Christian  promoters  of 
African  co]Mniz;ition.  and  the  embarrassments  and  discouragements 
whi'  h  have  occaviunally  arisen  from  other  causes  during  the  2:)rogress  of 
tin;  cnterpii'-i  .  tin-  friends  of  the  cause  have  great  reason  to-day  for  con- 
gratulation and  thankfulness  at  the  wonderful  success  which  has  so  far 
att<ii(]fd  their  eili>rts — a  success,  I  dare  say.  far  beyond  the  most  san- 
guijic  e.\]n  (tution  of  those  distinguished  ]ihilanthropists  who  first  gave 
lonn  and  inipul>e  to  a  scheme  Avhich.  though  surrounded  by  many  diffi- 
<  ulti's  and  ap])rehensions,  tliey  hoped  and  believed  would,  under  Divine 
I'rovidenee,  eventuate  in  good  and  great  residtsto  a  2)eople  they  earnestly 
desired  to  bejiefit. 


The  scnemo  ol"  ^Vfrlcan  colonization  is  the  offspring  of  a  great  Chris- 
tian idea,  which,  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  fixed  itself  in  the  minds 
ot  Urs.  Finloy  and  Thornton,  Gen.  Charles  Fenton  fiercer,  Elias  B.  Cald- 
well, Francis  S.  Key.  and  other  kindred  spirits,  who  deeply  deplored  tho 
oppression  to  whicli  tho  people  of  color  were  .sul)jected  in  this  country, 
and  feeling  profoundly  impressed  with  tlie  importance  of  devising  somo 
plan  by  which  the  condition  of  a  part  of  tliis  people  might  be  immedi- 
ately and  radically  clianged,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  create  a  redox 
induence  which  would  produce  a  salutary  effect  upon — as  then  existed — 
the  abominable  institution  of  American  slavery.  TTenco  tho  organization 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  which  you,  Mr.  President,  and  tho 
Board  of  Directors  hero  present  to-da}'.  represent.  Those  pure  and  dis- 
interested men,  witli  a  wise  forethought  which  penetrated  far  into  tho 
future,  contemplated  witli  earnest  solicitudo  the  accomplishment  of  designs 
in  respect  to  Africa,  no  less  gigantic  in  their  pi'oportions  than  important 
in  their  results;  and  it  is  not  surjunsing  that  irresolute  minds  questioned 
tho  ability  of  any  mere  private  association  to  fultill  so  great  an  under- 
taking. 

The  programmo  of  the  founders  of  tho  AnnTlcau  Colonization. 
Society,  as  I  have  always  understood  it,  and  which,  as  far  as  I  know, 
has  not  been  departed  from,  was :  1st.  To  establish  on  tho  shores 
of  Africa  an  asylum  where  such  of  her  .seattei'e<l  children  as  might 
choose  to  avail  themselves  of  it  would  tind  a  free  aiid  happy  homo; 
and  in  this  coimection  they  would  fairly  test  tho  capacity  of  tho 
African  for  .'-elf-government  and  tho  maintenance  ot  free  political 
institutions.  -d.  Tliat  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  colony  thus 
establLshed,  composed,  of  men  wlio  had  thi'm.-,elves  l)eeu  tho  victims 
of  cruel  sorvitadt.-.  additiimal  facilities  would  bo  afforded  for  the  extirpa- 
tion of  tho  slave  trade,  then  rampant,  with  all  its  attendant  horrors,  at 
nearly  every  prominent  point  along  that  AVestern  coast.  -Jd.  By  means 
of  Christian  settlements,  in  the  midst  of  thal^  barbarous  people,  to  intro- 
duce the  blessings  of  civilization  and  Christianity  among  the  heathoa 
ti'ibes  of  that  degraded  land. 

These  were  grand  conceptions,  embracing  nothing  less  than  the 
founding  of  an  empii'e  with  negro  nationality,  and  tho  redemption  of  a 
continent  from  pagan  superstition  and  idolatry.  Of  course,  a  work  of 
such  magnitude  required  large  material  resources  and  suitable  men  as 
emigrants,  to  conduct  it  in  a  manner  promising  successful  results.  Wo 
can,  therefore,  readily  imagine  the  serious  misgivings  which  must  have 
weighed  heavily  on  the  minds  of  those  good  mon  when  they  engaged  in 
an  enterprise  necessarily  involving,  in  all  its  details,  so  many  appi'cdion- 
sions  as  to  the  future.  But  they  wore  men  of  groat  faith  and  energy, 
fully  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  their  mission  in  behalf  of  humanity  and 
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religion,   nnd.    tlioroforo,  licsilnto'.l    not  to   ronniiii   tln^   pnfcoF;s  of  thoir 
tlu'Jcrtaliini,'  to  l!i  ■  (lirt'ctin;!  and  sujipoil  oi  an  all  v, :-(    1 'roviflcncc. 

Jiut  )t  1'.,  ::'.il  n:y  jr,i:'|n)sc  on  this  (K-oa^iou  ti'  tiair  ; lir  ]ii;5torv  of  t'l.' 
American  T'o^uniranun  Sotictv,  cilluT  iu  r«\L':anl  to  tlic  oppo:-itit)n  ii  lias 
encounl'Ti'd.  (;r  tlic  svniiiatliv  and  cave  hv  ^\■lli^■ll  it  has  Ix-cn  fo.^i<'r.,d  and 
Kxistainod  d'aiiuL''  i:--  ll'l;^■  vcar-;  of  atroncv  in  itroraotiinr  the  i-ivil.  hocial. 
and  ri'lij^iisus  in1i:  'si^  of  Africa.  'J  !ic  \\  orl;  of  colonizing  u  ].;  oplc  und<  v 
tlie  nM».--t  J'aAnvalilr  au,-)iici  .-,.  ha  .  alv.avs  Itcca  uttondcd  with  nianvdiincnl- 
ties  and  diM-onia;,"  nu-nts:  and,  in  the  ca:  c  of  tlii.-.  Society,  dependent 
entirely  npun  \olun)aiy,  indi\iilual  conlrilnilicns  for  the  ]U(  ans  of  ])ro.si- 
cuting  its  enterpvis'-.  and  alsi.  (on:-idi-rinL;  llie  reinotcness  oi  the  country 
to  which  its  eflort-  mvvo  diixcted.  it  could  }iut  b''  otla  iwisc  than  that  its 
progress  in  coh-niziiig  ■would  he  slow  aiid  pc;  uliarly  dithruit.  ISeverihc- 
less,  M  itli  unl'altering  perseverance,  the  Scritty  has  pnr>Ui  d  its  coins-e,  and 
]u!S  already  eii'eeied  an  amount  of  good  that  entitles  it  to  the  conlideiice 
and  generous  support  of  the  Christian  pnldic.  And  yet,  even  now.  it  is 
sometimes  aslccd  :  "  AVJiat  has  African  coloaization  accomplished  ?  Ikive 
the  labors,  tly  sacrifices,  and  tie'  means  ^^hich  Inive  been  exjicndid  pro- 
du(  ed  suchresult.-  as  shcnld  satisfy  the  p-iblie  jaind  of  its  pi'acticai  titility 
an<l  ](robablc  ultimate  success'.'"'  These  <jUestion<.  to  be  sure^may  not  br- 
ie garded  as  impertiiamt  on  tlir  part  of  tiio^c  who  arc  really  ignorant  of 
tin-  liistor\  <,d'  Alrican  coloni.':. lion,  and  a\  liai  lias  actually  beiai  acconi- 
tiii^hi'd  uadi'r  tic  :n:--[ii''e;-,  of  the -\.n;Lrie,,.i  <  \i]()iu/ation  Society.  .\nd  as 
lie  -e  fjae:-tioi,s  }a:vc  bn-n  put  to  tue  mmi  than  onci.'  during  my  presv-tit 
vi.'-it  fotlso  Uiiiti  il  States,  T  don't  know  that  1  can  do  better  than  to  avail 
lavsi  If  of  thi--  oei-;v-lon.  to  prro  at  a  bid  !'  statemeiit  of  the  ri.-e  ami 
progress  vi'  Liberia  under  the  auspices  (d'  this  Si-ciety,  and  then  I  ■.fli.M 
b.-ei.nt.'!M  to  ariow"tho>.'  A\ho  s(  em  to  be  i)i  doubl  as  to  the  utility  of  Alii- 
can  ( cloni/.atii  :i  to  f-ettJo  the  question  in  their  own  minds  as  to  whether 
t!ie  coloni/alioa  ('nt'.'j-i'ri.-c  i^,  entitled   to  their  confidence  and   support  or 

liOt. 

A--  ^oon  a-^  praf-ticaiile  after  the  rormal  orgaT.ization  of  the  American 
'  iiloiii/.,i*,ion  So.'-ii '.  V.  and  th^  ncccs-=arv  nreliminarv  arranirements 
•owav^b;  -[ilaaiing  a  eol(.i;y  r.i  AN'cf^tein  Africa  had   been  concluded,  steps 

\i-:-<'  t-i  i;c:;  ie-r  ser.diiL:'  f  m'ward  the  first  conniativ  of  enncrrants  to  orirauize 
•  I  ;.■  w  .  isii  seci.t\-  (.a  i].,A  <li^t-aut.  Ij.arbarous  coast.  'Therefore,  early  in 
!':■  ;.i-:iv  l^ilii.  .  i-bly-six  iml^dhs,  from  the  States  of  T'cnnsylvania,  Vir- 
■.  laia.  Mai  '.l;    ah  ;r   1  Xew  Yoi-k.  a^sciabL-d  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for 

'■•■  [i  :rj'  ■•-<■  <  f  ei)/i,;nd:in^;  "cqtou  this  new  and  2'erihiv,s  enter[>rise.  It  was 
a  p  ■:'.uii.:iy  aiiNJoo-  tine  .  no  le.-s  A^'itli  the  patre-ns  oJ"  the  So;-icty  than 
'\'. ;;  !i  the  emigrants  'The  friends  of  the  S.iciety  wer.-  deej,ly  concerned  in 
J-  .'ar  1  1  I  ,!i.-  '^uita'c  n<->^  >'('  the  ]aen  abcmt  to  be  emjiloyed  iif  so  great 
iiu  u.';d"rlukiag,  and  where  so  mui  h   d'i'pcnded  upon  the  adaptabihty  of 


the  materials  thus  engaged  for  the  foundation  of  a  new  civil  and  political 
.superstructure.  Doubtless  their  hopes  and  fears  were  about  equally 
balanced.  On  the  part  of  the  emigi-ants,  as  often  related  to  me  by  Rev. 
Elijah  Johnson,  the  most  promment  individual  of  the  company,  their 
feelings  were  greatly  excited  by  conflicting  emotions,  which  swayed  to 
and  fro  between  the  present  and  the  future.  They  were  about  severing 
all  the  ties  of  early  associations,  and  many  of  them,  leaving  comfortable 
homes  for  a  fur-oti"  land,  wholly  unbroken  by  civilization,  and  presenting 
but  few  attractions — other  than  liberty  dwelt  there.  They,  therefore, 
resolved  to  flee  a  country  which  repudiated  their  manhood,  and  closed 
against  them  everj-  avenue  to  political  preferment ;  and,  with  their  lives 
in  their  hands,  they  determined  to  brave,  not  only  the  perils  of  the  sea, 
but  every  other  danger  and  inconvenience  consequent  upon  settling  in  a 
new  and  heathen  country,  where  they  might  establish  for  themselves  and 
their  children,  and,  peradventure,  for  future  generations,  a  home,  under 
governmental  institutions,  free  from  all  the  trammels  of  unequal  law  and 
unholy  prejudices.  Tlicso  were  true  men,  stout  of  heart  and  firm  of 
purpose,  and,  in  the  sequel,  proved  themselves  equal  to  the  responsibili- 
ties they  had  assumed,  and  fulfilled  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of 
their  patrons  and  friends. 

Our  Christian  pioneers — like  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  just  two  hundred 
years  before,  when  about  to  embark  from  Delft  Haven,  in  search  of  a 
more  desirable  home  in  the  new  world — by  solemn  and  appropriate 
religious  services,  committed  themselves  and  their  cause  to  the  protect- 
ing care  of  Almighty  God  ;  and,  having  completed  all  their  arrangements 
for  the  voyage,  sailed  from  New  York  on  board  the  good  ship  "EHzabeth," 
on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1S20,  and,  in  due  time,  were  landed  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  at  the  British  colony  of  Sierra  Leone.  For  obvious 
reasons,  it  was  not  contemplated  to  incorporate  these  emigrants  with  the 
inhabitants  of  this  British  colony ;  and,  therefore,  early  measures  were 
taken  to  remove  them  to  Sherbro  Island,  about  one  nundred  and  twenty 
miles  south  of  Sierra  Leone,  where  it  was  proposed  to  purchase  lands 
from  the  native  chiefs,  and  organize  a  settlement,  with  the  view  of  car- 
rj-ing  out  the  original  plans  of  the  Society.  This  location,  however, 
proved  to  be  exceedingly  insalubrious,  and  in  a  short  time,  many  of  the 
settlers  were  prostrated  by  disease.  Having  encountered  here  many 
difficulties  and  hardships,  and  finding  their  numbers  greatly  reduced  by 
deaths,  the  place  was  abandoned,  and  the  survivors  removed  to  Fourah 
Bay,  within  the  precincts  of  Sierra  Leone.  This  first  attempt  was,  of 
course,  discouraging,  but  the  emigrants  faltered  not  in  their  purpose ; 
and,  being  joined  at  Fourah  Bay,  in  March,  1822,  by  another  company 
of  pioneers,  a  second  effort  was  determined  upon  at  Cape  Mesurado, 
which  had,  in  the  meantims,  been  selected  and  purchased  by  Captain 


Rtockton  and  T)octor  Ayros  — a  location  mucli  nior^  conin landing  unl 
(■li"ible  than  the  first,  and,  I  have  ofien  thuught,  the  very  placo  of  all 
others  on  that  coast,  designed  by  Providence  as  the  starting  point  of  our 
settlers.  And  in  January.  1822,  the  colonists  landed,  and  occupied  a 
little  island,  cojnprising  about  three  acres  of  land,  near  the  entrance  of 
the  Mesurado  iJivor.  This  island,  during  its  occupancy  by  the  colonists, 
Avas  tlie  scene  of  many  stirring  incidents,  and  several,  as  appeared  to  the 
colonists,  providential  deliverances ;  wherefore,  in  coninienioration  of 
the.se,  it  bears  the  name  of  ''Providence  Island." 

They  had  been  but  a  short  time  on  'this  island,  -when  the  foreign 
hlave  dealers,  who  M'ere  then  conducting  a  large  business  in  slaves  at  the 
Ca])e,  berame  rou\-inced  of  the  danger  to  which  their  trade  was  exposed 
thriiu"-h  the  influence  of  the  colonists,  incited  the  natives  to  hostilities 
a"-ain>t  tlie  new  comers ;  and,  A\dthout  any  previous  intimation,  they 
found  themselves  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  main  land, 
whence  ihev  drew  their  only  supply  of  fresh  water.  I31  this  emergency, 
thev  wrYf  providentially  relieved  by  the  kindness  of  a  friendly  chief, 
who  convened  to  them  stealthily,  at  night,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water 
t<)  supplv  their  pressing  demands ;  and  this  he  continued  for  severaf^ 
weeks.  At  this  critical  juncture,  their  public  warehouse,  with  nearly  all 
iheir  .'^tores  of  jirovisions  and  merchandise,  was  consumed  by  fire,  and 
their  utter  ruin  seemed  now  ine\'itable.  But  a  remarkable  incident, 
occun-ing  a  few  da^'s  after,  greatly  contributed  to  their  relief,  and,  pos- 
hililv.  saved  the  little  settlement  from  total  destruction.  A  Spanish  slave 
8(  lidoiiev,  in  charge  of  an  English  prize  crew,  bound  to  Sierra  Leone,  was 
unmeouJitably  stranded  in  the  harbor,  but  a  short  distance  from  the 
island  :  uu<l  the  commanding  officer,  having  saved  a  large  portion  of 
the  sliip'.s  stores,  readily  supplied  the  colonists  with  several  articles 
l>ressingly  ii<;eded  to  replenish  their  almost-exhausted  means  of  sub- 
bistenee. 

Afti  r  a  while,  through  the  intervention  of  a  friendlj^  chief,  a  partial 
reconciliation  with  the  natives  was  effected,  and  the  colonists  availed 
tlieins'  Ives  of  the  opportunity,  April  "Joth,  to  gain  a  lodgment  on  Cape 
Mesurado,  where  they  placed  themselves,  as  speedily  as  -possible,  in  the 
bcht  state  of  defense  their  means  would  allow.  The  natives,  however, 
urgeil  on  by  the  slavers,  appeared  still  threatening  in  their  demeanor. 
Tiiu  Hui  iety's  agents,  under  the  conflicting  a.spect  of  things,  became  hope- 
lev^]  v  discuuraged.  aTid  proposed  the  abandonment  of  the  enterprise,  and 
th'  return  of  tlie  en)igrants  to  the  United  States.  P»ut  our  old  hero, 
Klijali  .lohiison.  was  not  so  moved;  and.  remembering  something  of  the 
historv-  (^f  tlie  ditliculties  and  hardships  of  the  early  settlers  of  PljTnouth 
and  .T;i::u'»ti.\\M.  and  feeling  that  l»y  per.soverance  and  patie^it  endurance  ^ 
til' y.  ;:U(),  iiii^rjit  .succeed,  answered:  "No;  I  have  been  two  years  ' 
•tarelung  fur  a  home  in  Africa,  and  I  have  found  it,  and  I  shall  stay 


o 
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hero."  Tu  tlus  Jetornunntinn  the  ■^vho!--'  fompany.  as  tlionpli  movetl  fij 
somo  divine  iriipul.so,  lieartily  {oncurrt  d.  Neverthfle-s^,  their  situation 
was  oxtrcniely  porilou.s ;  tlio  natives  had  njraiii  suspended  all  intercotirsi' 
with  them,  leaving  them  in  a  painful  ■  tate  of  apprehension  and  suspen--i'. 
They  Icnew,  howcvei*.  in  whom  tln-y  trnsled,  and  upon  wlioso  strcnu''' 
thev  iniy;ht  rely.  The  arrival  iu  the  harhor,  peliding' this  uncertainty,  nl 
a  British  man-of-war,  was  particularly  opportune,  and  doubtless  delayed 
an  attack  tqxin  the  settlement,  which,  as  was  after%\'ards  learned,  had 
been  concerted.  The  commander  had  an  interview  with  the  chiefs,  and 
strongly  remonstrated  against  their  course  towards  the  settlers.  They 
listened  sullenly,  and  replied  evasively.  The  commander  then  tendered 
to  the  colonists  a  small  force  of  marines,  to  aid  in  their  defense,  in  case 
of  need,  and,  at  the  same  time,  suggested  the  cession  of  a  few  feet  of 
ground,  on  which  to  erect  a  British  flag  during  his  sojourn;  but  this. 
Elijah  Johjison,  then  in  charge  of  the  colony,  di^clined,  for  the  reason,  as 
he  stated,  •'  that  it  might  cost  more  to  pull  down  that  flag  than  to  wliip 
tlie  natives.'"  However,  the  services  of  the  marines  were  Tiot  brought  into 
rec£uisition.  Thus  matters  continued,  wlien,  on  the  9th  of  ^Vugnst,  the 
hearts  of  the  settlers  were  cheered  by  the  an-ival  of  aiiother  small  com- 
pany of  emigrants,  with  the  intrepid  and  self-sacrificing  Jehudi  Ashmun, 
who  entered  immediately  on  the  duties  of  his  office  as  agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican Colonization  !~^oeiety.  Mr.  Ashmun,  having  carefully  surveyed -tlu.? 
situation.  p;ished  forward  with  great  energy  the  defenses  of  tlie  .settle- 
ment, and  in  the  meantime,  exerted  ever\'  possible  effort  to  reconcile  the 
natives.  The  slavers,  however,  becoming  fnore  intent  upon  the  purpose 
of  ri<l(linir  themselves  of  neisrhbors  so  ininiiial  to  their  tratfie,  a>-f;ubl('il 
a  council  of  chiefs,  and,  by  most  inliuman  artifices,  so  exeitid  tlieii- 
cupidity  as  to  induce  King  George,  Chief  King  of  the  Dey  tnVte,  to  deelav'-' 
his  intention  of  sacking  and  burning  the  settlement. 

Intelligence  of  this  declaration,  and  of  the  preparations  being  made 
for  carrying  it  into  effect,  reached  the  settlers,  througli  a  friendly  native, 
who,  at  great  personal  hazard,  found  the  means  of  advising  them  from 
time  to  time  of  what  was  going  on.  Our  bravo  pioneers,  with  breathless  anx- 
iety, awaited  the  impending  struggle,  when,  at  early  dawn,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th  of  November,  about  eight  hundred  warriors,  with  deafen- 
ing whoops,  fell  upon  them  with  gTcat  fury.  They  were  met,  howe'.cr, 
with  steady  firmness,  and  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  The  colo- 
nists again  breathed  freely  in  the  hope  that  their  most  serious  troubh-s 
were  now  fully  ended.  But  not  so.  King  George,  with  great  secrecy, 
collected  another  and  greatly  augmented  force,  intending  to  surpvi.-e  tlie 
settlement  on  all  sides,  and  thus  make  the  settlers  an  easy  prey.  Hap- 
pily for  them,  their  good  fortune  in  this  extremity  failed  them  not.  l-ob 
Grey,  an  influential  chief  of  Grand  Bassa,  whom  King  George  had 
attempted  to  enlist  in  his  second  attack,  and  who  knew  all  his  plans,  con- 
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vrvod  to  !Nrr.  Aslnnun  Tinulv  Infimnallcm  of  sill  Cu'org-.'s  anauguiionts. 
.•nul  evil  named  the  Jay  on  ^vl^H•ll  i1m-  ;i1t:i«k  Mould  likely  lie  juado. 

Xi>\v.  anolher  very  serious  ^■nl^<av:■.l-.^nlent  presented  it:><dr.  lii  th-; 
1.1.,:  fH'-lit  the  S(  ttlcr-  had  expended  a  iar^;-'  |>f>r;irin  of  their  annnunilion, 
«'->peeiallv  powder:  aval  how  and  Avherr  Id  ohuiin  an  aihlitional  .'iupplv  cf 
thi^  T!"i-dfd  urtieh^  W'M,  (piesljons  of  the  dr«'pei-t  coneern.  Xo  trading,' 
,  vf'^sil  "had  vi^itc'd  '/la:  havhor  for  some  lina'  ;  aral  despair  Ix'gai!  to  di?pel 
]\(,\u:  wle'u  rclii  f  eaua^  in  a  very  rejnar]>ahlr  manner.  ])uri;;g  i^if^ht, 
whil'  a.n  Kr.;.'.lish  1;  adinij  ve^^sel  Ava.>;  jia-  ia-  the  Cape,  the  attention  of 
tl)c  niasii-r  ■\va-  a;t;"..i'lid  1)y  fviMjiuait  rep^ris  of  mu^^ketry  en  ;^hore.  v.  hieh 
>■•,  na'd  1o  hiia  sia^ailar  at  se  late  an  heuv.  and,  wis-hirig.  to  learn  the 
<;ui-'-.  riir:i'd  .and  r!!l\'i;t  d  Vii'^  harhor.  and.  iii  the  morning,  a.swrtained 
lliat  tie;  naliM/s  ha'l  hrcn  iiidulL;l!ig,  thi-uu;^-li  the  night,  a  grand  war- 
,].,;,,,  —  Usual  I'u  pu'h  ()c.-a^!«>as -wIku  preparing  for  war.  T_  nob.sen'od 
liv  ;h'    natlvi'.-,  a   ;-u!iiiit'ut    •'^i-i'l'^y  <-'^  p  Avder  was  obtained  from  this 

ve>-l. 

Th'"'   dre.-i'l.-'l  ^hiL".  a-    nd\i.:"d  ]■■•/  V:■.^>   Cnxy,  having  arrived,   sure 

«i:T:i_L]i-  d.n  ivii- Tie    night  '■!  tlf  Isi  of  1 'rcLJuher  ISli'i,  ihe  nati\e  troops 

.,,-,  r;-''d   p''-';i->;:::   "U   t!'=;.-,-    sid'.  -   of  lh''   .settlement^  a.-.   tla/V   supposed. 

1.;,.  r,, -;  ..••d  ;   aii'l    ivi  tln^  g''-'}"  '>f  3!a.ei-):;i,g  rn-lied.  like  so  many  deni'an.s, 

■1,.  ,11  th'-  aha-ivi.  ,"1,  i;-]|..:vl,>-.  sSu-kad''.      l'<r:  uic  ■  fjciisi-,  with  unflineidng 

.:    ■.-..■j:-  .  ;:o:*v';hstandi;ig  th"  f^'arfei  •■le    again--;  ihvni,  defi-iided  then.- 

'■.    •  !.v.,\-.  iv:  a:el  :;ficr  ..  de-peratr       ,r'    .  of  r-e> ••  :m1  liour.'^,  found  llieTu- 

.\    .   ;.:■!;!  \v -a.h-ri'e.llv  j'veserved.      i  -  ,y  wou'L-rfully.  hecauL-c  or;  this 

a-;. a.   th"  f.d-aiists  ^r. m  to  have  GX'-rted  superliuman  str-i)g;:i   and 

'    ■^■.^  ;■-  •  :' '  iiiarance,  foi'  ;li.  r<;^  were  only  thirty-five  efieetive  me;i  opjust-.l 

;    ;!•  -■  '■['  jivit  hss  tha:i  JilicL-n  hundred  native  troop-.      Suuie  ol   tla' 

,;  -;''!!ng  ii,'  llenis  aiid  v,<'i<  of  real  heroism  un  tliat  jaeinerable  day 

.   ]':.  1  pr'--'!  u--.  if  mmiioarl  here,  seare;.ly  be  in-diied. 

,'\  ■i..\  of  tl'auk^a:i\"iui;-  wa  ■   iiroclainaal.   ■wdii^di  the   eolonists  strictlv 

•  ■:.  .  r^  ■■'[  in  ]'V.'^\"'  r  and  iirai-e  to  Almighty  I'ou  for  His  Avonderful  deliv- 

'   .  ;.  I.I  •  ■. 

I'.;'   !''ii',g  r.  I   >rge  and  his  .slavc--trading  I'.ronip'i!  rs  were  riOl  Vtt  sat- 
:-'.■     '.       '!'■  auaia  ('aeidted  his  "■  gicr-  _;i.'e.~,  "  and  being  again  rea.-siu'ed 

•  1  (.-<.  ].!■  (!v  tc;  i;d:a  a  it>  aijoth'T  atli'ini)!  :  and  io  pl.ie.-  sit'-rcss  this 
t  ■  I',  y.aid  ]i-vadM  i:f.'-.  0,  in-  veeuM  enqdoy  "i  ior>i:.  .-ulli'ienily  large 
'  '  ■  ■  •rv.li'  la;  ;  ad  ■!  ■-::'iy  the  <  oh/ay.  Avithuut  the  pa.- -iaility  of  escape. 
'''    ■      i!  /   vi-  ■      he    -..1. -lit  to  euLM-.'-a   the   .'-•■rvi'-rs  of  Xintr  Ijoat.-v/air;, 

:'    :       '■■.  ill-    ar.-t  a  -v.Tiai  a:a'  di-'u  !   d  elu^  faiiu  in  tiial  rciriou.      Al 

I..  .  a  rii):..    I\  ::• ;:  J  ^.,.1';a.  :;!!!.  w  ith  .1  J.vgi.'  r:  vinta:  of  A\arri')V.-.  madr  a 

■• '   i"  '"    Kiiaj   (■:     ;■_;•.   A\hi'h  wa-  iirear.iatod  several  dav>,   eau:5ing  tlie 

a  -.:••'  r   :..•■;,;,■.;■  ty.      1^'  a:g  ^  '•,  ore''  •  lioweve:",  e  ail  1  i  ^  resent  no  ju-t 

;     i'  ;  ••  a.:;.;  .'  .r  ■g;';a-1  th.- eol<_!r:i^ts      tlier^'fi-'ra,  Iiuat.-\vain  la^l.  only 

••  a  !■:::;.  .;    ],;-    u  ;!..(  \(.i>vd   (aiinitv  t  '\\ard  them.  bt:l.  i:i  VL:-y  dcaido  1 
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termg,  announced  his  determination  to  protect  them  in  their  new  home. 
King  Boatswain  then  called  on  Mr.  Ashmun,  informed  him  of  the  re- 
sult of  his  interview  with  King  George,  and  assured  him  of  his  friend- 
ship. Neiter  Mr.  Ashmun  nor  ICing  Geoi^e  mistrusted  King  Boatswain's 
sincerity,  and  very  soon  a  good  imderstanding  was  established  with  all 
the  surrounding  tribes. 

Now  was  settled  definitely  the  question  of  a  permament  asylum.  liberia 
was  established.  Emigration  increased  ;  intercourse  and  trade  with  the 
natives  also  increased ;  new  settlements  were  formed  ;  and  in  a  few 
years  the  colony  assumed  an  importance  which  secured  to  it  several  im- 
portant immunities. 

Yet  many  hardships  and  serious  embarrassments  had  to  be  encoun- 
tered. The  tmhealthiness  of  the  climate  was  a  formidable  enemy ;  and 
the  slave-traders  along  the  coast  ceased  not  their  tamperings  •with  the 
native  cheifs  to  incite  them  to  acts  of  hostility  against  the  colony. 

But  the  time  arrived  when  the  colonists  found  themselves  in  a  situation 
sufficiently  advanced,  not  only  to  frustrate  tho  machinations  of  these 
fiendish  plotters,  but  to  put  in  execution  also  their  own  long-cherished 
purpose  of  doing  all  in  their  power  to  43xtirpate  a  traffic  which,  aside  from 
the  extreme  cruelties  of  the  middle  passage,  had,  for  many  years  afflicted 
Africa  with  all  the  attendant  consequences  of  war,  rapine,  and  murder. 

On-  the  execution  of-  this  purpose  the  colonists-entered  with  a  hearty 
good-will;  and,  besides  efficient  service  rendered  from  time  to  time  by 
foreign  cruisers  then  employed  in  suppressing  the  slave-trade  on  that 
coast,  the  slave  barracoons  at  Mamma  Town,  Little  Cape  Mount,  Little 
Bassa,  New  Cestors,  and  Trade  Town,  were^emolished,  and  thou.sands  of 
slaves  liberated,  solely  by  the  power  of  the  little  Commonwealth  ;  and 
there  was  no  relaxation  of  this  purpose  imtil  every  slaver  had  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  whole  line  of  coast  now  comprehended  within  thewterrito- 
rial  jurisdiction  of  Liberia. 

During  these  years,  all  that  related  to  the  public  welfare  and  general 
progress  of  the  colony  received  proper  attention.     The  Society's  agents 
devoted  themselves  assiduously  to  the  Qt>vermental  interests  of  the  colony 
and  the  colonists  to  their  respective  industrial  pursuits,  with  a  zeal  and 
activity  triily  commendable. 

As  immigration  increased,  new  points  of  the  coast  were  selected  and 
occupied.  (Settlements  -were  formed  at  Junk  Eiver,  Grrand  Bassa,  Since, 
and  Cape  Pahnas ;  and  soon  a  lucrative  legitimate  trade  began  to  develop 
itself  between  the  colonists  and  the  natives 

La  tho  meantime,  the  religious  and  educational  raterests  of  the  people 
were  not  only  not  neglected,  but  every  possible  means  were  emploj-ed  ta 
oxte:ld  ami  improve  these;  and  it  is  -R-ith  feelings  of  profound  gratitude 
I  allude  to  the  lact  that  Liberia  is  to-day  greatly  indebted  to  tho  sovoi-al 
Missioiiaiy  Societies  of  tho  United  States  for  tiie  timely  ami  efficient 
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pfforts  made  in  "behalf  of  colonists  anrl  nativos  to  advance  these  essential 
interests  :  and  I  sliall  hope  that  these  Societies  will  continue  their  Chris- 
tian efforts  until  Africa,  poor  degraded  Africa,  shall  bo  iivholly  redeemed 
from  her  present  state  of  cruel  barbarism. 

Under  the  fostering  caro  and  political  guidance  of  the  American  Colo- 
iiixation  Society,  Liberia  continued  to  advance  in  all  her  important 
interests.  Her  territorial  limits  increased  by  purchases  from  native 
chiefs,  who  were  glad  to  place  themselves  and  their  people  under  the 
protection  of  the  Colonial  Government.  A  profitable  trade,  in  African 
products,  along  the  Liberian  coast,  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  enter- 
prising merchants  in  Europe,  and  iu  the  United  States  ;  foreign  vessels 
made  frequent  visits  te  Liberian  ports  ;  and  for  many  years  this  commer- 
cial intercourse  was  reciprocally  remunerative  and  harmonious.  But  the 
time  came  when  certain  liritish  traders  rop\idiated  the  right  of  the  Colo- 
nial Governmrnt  to  require  of  them  the  payment  of  custom  duties  on 
merchandise  landed  at  points  where,  for  centuries,  British  merchants  had 
been  accustomed  to  trade ;  and  aleo  claimed  to  have  purchased  from  the 
natives,  with  the  perpetual  right  of  free  trade,  certain  tracts  of  land,  for 
trading  purposes,  before  the  territories  embracing  said  tracts  were  pur- 
chased and  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Liberia.  The  Govoriimcnt. 
«if  course,  declined  to  recognize  these  demands  as  paramount  to  its  polit- 
iral  authority,  and  therefore  continued  to  enforce  its  revenue  laws.  These 
traders  invoked  the  interference  of  Brlti-sh  naval  officers  serving  on  the 
t-oast ;  these  offices,  after  unavailing  remonstrances,  submitted  the  ques- 
tion to  the  British  Government  ;  that  Government  demanded  a  full  con- 
cession of  the  immunities  claimed  by  British  subjects.  A  long  and  per- 
plexing correspondence  ensued  between  Britl.sh  naval  officers,  acting 
under  special  in.structions  from  their  Government,  and  the  Colonial 
authorities.  Her  Majesty's  Government  maintained  that,  as  the  Amer- 
ican Colonization  Society,  composed  of  mere  private  individuals,  possessed 
no  political  power,  and  of  consequence  could  delegate  no  such  power  to 
f)ther6  ;  and  as  the  levvang  of  imposts  is  the  prerogative  of  a  sovereign 
jtower  only,  and  as  Liberia  had  no  recognized  national  existence,  she 
must,  therefore,  desist  from  all  interruptions  to  the  free  intercourse  of 
British  commerce.  And  the  Liberian  authorities  were  given  distinctly 
to  understand  that  this  decision  would  be  enforced  by  the  British  navy. 

Under  this  emphatic  announcement,  but  one  alternative  remained  open 
to  the  colonists,  and  this  involved  questions  of  the  gravest  importance, 
w  Inch  awakened  in  Liberia,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  its  friends  in  this 
<  ountry,  most  serious  reflections.  For  two  years  or  more,  the  subject  was 
under  constant  and  earnest  censideration;  when,  in  January,  1846,  the 
American  Colonization  Society*,  by  a  formal  vote,  recoaimended  that  the 
colonists  "take  into  their  own  hands  the  whole  work  of  self-government, 
iiud  ]iublish  to  the  world  a  declaration  of  their  true  character  as  a  sov- 
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croign  iudependihl  Statu. '"  Tlio  fullowing-  October,  the  colonists  also 
voted  to  dissolve  tht-ir  political  c-oniKH-tion  with  the  Society,  and  to  assume 
the  entire  roapousihility  of  goveriinip:it,  M'ith  iiKlepeiident  .sovereign  powi/r, 
A  Constitution,  adapted  to  the  new  order  of  things,  having  been  adopted, 
by  dtdfgates  assembled  in  Convention  fur  the  purpose,  Jidy  20,  18-17,  ar.d 
duly  ratided  by  the  people  the  following  September,  the  Government  wasj 
thus  reorganized,  ajid  entered,  with  some  misgivings  to  be  sure,  ui)on  its 
new  career  and  increased  responsibilities. 

Ita  recognition  by  other  Powers  now  claimed  the  earliest  attention,  and 
without  delay  measures  were  taken  to  this  end  by  soliciting  of  foreign 
Governments  an  interchange  of  friendly  national  relations.  And,  within 
a  year  after  the  new  organization,  England,  France,  Prussia,  and  Belginni 
had  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  new  Itcpublic ;  and  sliortly 
afterwards  treaties  of  friendship,  amity,  and  commerco  were  concluded 
with  the  two  former.  *         \ 

In  the  meantime,  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  country  had  progressed  as 
satlsfacf:>rily  as  might  reasonably  be  expected.  Several  matters  of  dispute 
between  native  chiefs  were  adjusted  and  settled  ;  public  improvements 
were  extended  ;  agriculture  and  commerce  increased  ;  and  the  people  had 
steadily  advanced  in  all  the  essentials  of  civilized  life.  Xevertheless,  in 
the  midst  of  this  evident  progress,  many  diiiiculties  and  embarrassments 
had  to  bo  met  and  overcome.  Occasional  predatory  incursions  of  thu 
iiiLtives  had  to  bo  checked  and  sometimes  severely  puui.>h<'<l  by  the  mili- 
taiy  power  of  the  Government ;  and  foreign  tvadcrs  alao,  particularly 
I'ritish,  caused  the  Government  much  trouble  and  annoyance.  But,  iii 
the  order  of  a  beneficent  Provi<l>'nce,  all  were  successfully  accompli&hed, 
and  the  majesty  of  the  laws  eventually  maintained. 

From  the  beginniisg,  the  prople  of  Liberia,  with  a  commendable  zeal 
and  firmness,  pursued  a  stea<ly  purpose  towards  the  fulfillment  of  th<' 
great  objects  of  their  misbiou  to  Africa.  They  have  established  on  her 
shores  an  asylum  free  from  political  oppression,  and  from  all  the  disabil 
ities  of  an  \mholy  pr<juili(  c  :  th.-y  have  aided  esapntially  in  extirpating 
the  slave-trad(>  from  the  whole  line  of  her  Western  coast;  they  havf 
introduced  the  bles^sing,  of  civiHxation  and  Christianity  among  her  heathen 
])opulation ;  and  I  may  also  assume  that  by  their  entire  freedom  from  all 
insubordination  or  disregard  of  iawfid  authority,  and  by  their  successful 
diplomacy  with  F.ngland,  Franco,  and  Spain,  on  matters  involving  very 
ptrplexing  international  (j^uestions,  they  have  indicated  some  ability,  at 
least,  for  self-government  and  the  management  of  their  own  public  aflairH. 

i\jid  just  here — as  I  find  that  exceptions  are  pretty  generally  taken  in 
this  country  to  the  exclusion  of  whites  from  all  participation  in  the  Govern- 
nii-nt  of  Liberia — 1  may  remark  that  tins  provision  in  the  organic  law  oi 
the  liepubhc  was  not  prompted  byany  feelings  of  prejudice  agaiu/it  whi'o 
•  -Rn.  ^"*-  •^'^''  <1'^qi'"'ble  more  esioecially  fr^r  *he  reason  that  the  co'"^' 


■KTOuM  rotain  in  their  own  lianJs  the  -wliolo  control  of  tlio  Government 
until  tlu'v  slioiild  fully  (lenionstrate  llie  jin^blciu  as  to  their  ability  to 
<-..nilurt  lh(>  afi'airs  of  a  State.  And,  !Mr.  President,  this,  I  suppose,  may 
wow  bo  accounted  as  settle<l.  Tlio  Tiopublic  of  Liberia  is  now  a  f::.  '^. 
{•i<'t.  with  all  the  elements  of  free  institutions  and  self-j^overnnienl,  eni- 
!>rafinL:^  within  her  territ<n-ial  limits,  at  the  present  lime,  about  six  luind- 
yi'il  miles  of  sea-coast,  and  an  interior  over  which  she  may  readily  a' 
^■'.'.irean  almost  unlimited  jurisdiction  when<'ver  she  shall  be  ])repared  'm 
or-upv  it  Within  jii'r  political  jurisdiction  is  a  population  ol  not  h---: 
rlian  six  hundi-eil  thousand  souls.  Of  this  nundjer  iilteen  thousand  ('ini- 
tiated Irom  the  United  States  and  other  civilized  cnuntries  ;  about  Idk' 
I'lousrind  recaptured  Africans,  and  the  remainder  aboriL,nnal inhabitant-. 
.iM'l  <;f  t'.iese,  hundreds  have  been  hopefully  ( 'hristianlzi'd,  and  many  hav 
bci  ome,  in  their  civjli/('(l  habits,  so  assimilate*!  to  ihe  Amcrico-I/itn'riaii'-. 
;lMt  a  St raii,u:or  would  nut  readily  on  the  streets  discriminate  between 
I'lem. 

In  the  four  counties  of  tlw  !Repul)lic  are  thirteen  flourishing  civilized 
*    v,!is  and  villaL;r--,  with   their  churclies,  school-houses,  and  comfortab]-. 

■  ■..  ■  ;li;.y,'s  ■   many  of  the^e  cun.structod  of  stone  and  bride,  and  not  only 
r  ■'le-iiif  -n  their  oxt-'nial  stnictur<^.  but  actuallv  possessing:  all  the  u. ■(•■•.- 

s.ii  V '■oii)f<'r1s  and  many  of  the  conveniences  of  modern  times;  and  rcth -t 
:.o;'h  credit  upon  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  their  occupants. 

Th"  developnients  of  aL}:rieulture  and  commerce  are  no  less  conspicuou--. 
']''i  '  ritrricultural  settlements,  especially  along  the  banlcs  of  the  river-. 
;>:"S(iit  most  ■.■ncouraL''iiig  prospects.  P)esides  an  increased  and  steadily 
.:;. n-asing  production  of  all  minor  articles,  sugar  and  coffee  (to  tho  ,';to\\  i': 
'  ;■  \vhich  the  climate  and  soil  are  aduiirably  adapted)  arc  being  cxtc-.- 
■  .vi  ly  cultivated  .  and  large  quantities  of  both  are  now  annually  exportc-.l 
■o  foreign  markets. 

<  'ommeici'  has  more  astonishingly  increased.  I  can  remember  wlir  i; 
)  <r  more  than  thirty  or  forty  tons  of  palm-oil,  and  ]ioihaps  as  many  to;:> 
■ '.'  c,ini-'W'<K)d.  could  be  coHooted  in  a  year,  for  export,  along  the  Avholo  liii' 

■  .  coast  novv"  <'mbrac«'d  in  Liberia.  The  last  year,  though  I  have  not  at 
band  the  oflicial  statistics,  I  may  safely  say,  not  less  than  six  hundred 
:  'lis  of  cam-Avood.  twelve  hundred  tonsof  palm-oil,  and  two  hundred  tons 
>  ;  ]>alm-kernels  wore  included  in  the  exports  of  the  Republic.  And 
■'h'vc  articles  of  commercial  enterprise  and  wealth  are  capable  of  being 
iMcii^ased  to  almost  any  extent. 

Ship  building  for  tlio  coast-Avi.so  trade  has  become  quite  a  business  ii; 
<  :.'  !i  of  the  counti<-s.  Last  ^car  three  Lihcrian  vessels,  of  foreign  build. 
■■.  •ic  dispatched  for  Ijiverpool  Mith  full  cargoes  of  palm-oil,  cam-wood, 
and  ivory. 

T  c()nlil  heartily  v.i--h  that  the  cause  of  civilization  and  Christianity, 
among  the  aboriginal  tri)>es  of  that  country,  had  advanced -o-ith  equally 
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rapid  strides  as  that  of  commerco ;  nevertheless,  mtich  real  good  has 
bccu  accomplished  in  that  direction  also.  Devoted  missionaiies  from  the 
United  States  have  labored  earnestly,  many  of  them  even  sacrificing 
their  lives  in  efforts  to  promote  the  Christian  -weLfare  of  that  people. 
Among  the  Ame  ri  co-Li  be  rians  their  Christian  civilization  has  always 
been  an  object  of  deep  solicitude.  And  it  is  a  sovirce  of  pecoUar 
satisfaction  to  know  that  the  Christian  efforts  in  their  behalf  have  not 
been  fruitless.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  even  now,  and  all  times  a  most 
pleasing  spectacle,  to  see  so  many  of  these  people,  once  the  bUnd  victims 
of  heathenish  superstition  and  idolatry,  bowing  side  by  side  witti  their 
Americo-Liberia  brethem  at  the  same  Christian  altar,  and  worsliipping 
the  only  true  God.  ^ay^  even  more,  there  are  now  native  Christian 
ministers  and  teachers  in  Liberia  who  are  laboring  successfully  in  the 
cause  of  Christ.  Most  of  these  native  ministers  and  teachers,  members 
respectively  of  the  several  Christian  denominations,  are  men  of  seemingly 
deep  piety,  and  very  respectable  acquirements  and  talents.  If  time  per- 
mitted, I  might  particularize  several  of  these,  as  well  as  other  native 
converts,  who,  as  citii^ns  of  the  Republic,  have  distinguished  themselves 
for  usefulness,  not  only  in  tho  ordinary  walks  of  life,  but  also  in  official 
positions  under  the  Government.  I:  may,  however,  allude  to  a  singlo 
case  :  that  of  a  native  gentleman,  who,  about  twenty -five  years  ago,  theu 
a  heathen  lad,  was  adniittod  into  a  Methodist  mission  school  at  Monrovia, 
where  he  received  iho  §rst  impressions  of  civilization  and  acquired  the 
rudiments  of  an  English  education;  and  who  is  now  an  acceptable  mem- 
ber of  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference,  and  an  intluentiai  member  of  tho 
Legislature  of  the  Republic.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  there  are  those  who 
inciuire,  "What  has  .African  colonization  accomphshed  :"  WtU,  my  own 
con^'iction,  confirmed  by  many  years'  experience  In  aeai-ly  all  that  relates 
to  colonization  and  Liberia,  is,  that  African  colonization  has  accomplished 
a  work  unpiarallelod,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  by  anything  in  tho 
history  of  modern  times. 

I  rejoice  to  meet  here  to-night  so  many  distinguished  Christian 
philanthropists  who,  for  these  many  years,  havetlevoted  much  of  their 
time  and  substance  to  this  noble  enterprise  ;  and  1  may  be  pardoned,  I 
trust,  in  expressing  the  sincere  satisfaction  it  affords  me  in  seeing  present 
at  thig  meeting  that  old,  devoted,  and  seif-sacriticing  triend  of  Africii 
and  of  African  colonization,  the  Eov.  R  R  Gurley  who,  by  his  burn- 
ing eloquence,  in  the  days  of  his  early  matUiood,  and  at  times  when  this 
great  Society  so(^nicd  to  languish  under  depressing  discouragements, 
would  stir  the  hearts  of  Christians  in  its  behalf,  and  kindle  there  a  flamo 
of  generous  benevolence  which  would  give  new  life  and  energy  to  luo 
great  undertaking ;  and,  still  more,  not  content  to  rely  wholly  on  tho 
testimony  of  others  in  regard  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  infant  colony, 
and  to  satisfy  himself  more  fully  as  to  its  future  prospects,  he  visited 
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Llbcrifx  several  times,  and  on  two  occasions  was  enabled  to  render  im- 
portant service  to  the  little  Commonwealth.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the 
people  of  Liberia  to-day  entertain  towards  our  good  friend,  Mr.  Gurley, 
sentiments  of  the  highest  regard  and  esteem ;  and,  I  may  also  add,  to- 
ward this  Society,  feelings  of  profound  gratitude.  But,  Mr.  President, 
I  was  about  to  say  that  these  long  and  tried  friends  of  African  coloniza- 
tion entertain  no  doubts  as  to  the  immense  benefits  conferred  upon 
Africa  through  the  Instrumentahty  of  this  Society,  and  who  can  now  look 
back  with  j^rofound  satisfaction  upon  the  chooring  results  of  their  ixidivid- 
ual  ctforts  in  the  cause  of  God  and  humanity. 

So  much  then  for  the  past  and  present  of  Liberia.  .  So  far,  God  has 
gracioush"  vouchsafed  to  her  on  occasions  of  threatened  danger  and 
fxtnine  peril,  deliverances  which  no  human  forethought  or  mere  human 
power  could  possiblj'  have  averted  or  rescued  her  from.  He  has  won- 
derfully sustained  and  prospered  all  her  essential  interests.  What,  then, 
niav  we  not  hope  and  reasonably  expect  as  to  the  future?  My  own 
convictions  are  that  Heaven  has  great  things  in  store  for  Africa,  to  l»e 
conferred  doubtless  through  the  instrumentality  of^iberia. 

While  Liberia  is  emjdiatically  tlio  offspring  of  American  benevolence 
and  '  'hristian  philanthropy,  and  while  the  friends  of  African  colonization 
have  great  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  achievements,  it  is  no  less  cle^ir  iu 
my  mind  that  the  colonization  enterjirise  was  conceived  in  accordance 
with  a  Divine  purpose,  looking  to  the  redemption  and  elevation  of  a 
jjeople  long  enchaine<l  in  the  shackles  of  cruel  barbarism.  And,  if  tliis 
bo  so,  Liberia  is  evidently  designed  to  a  glorious  future  ;  and  tliat  it  is 
so.  her  past  history  seems  clearly  to  indicate,  for  we  find  there  so  manj* 
evidoiices  of  Divine  favor  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  Providence 
lias  not  done  so  much  for  nothing.  And  besides,  in  the  ordinary  coursf 
of  human  utfairs,  there  seems  to  me  no  reason  whatever  whv  Liberia  mav 
not  continue  to  prosjier,  and  go  on  to  distinguish  herself  in  all  that 
adorns  oivil  society  and  tends  to  national  greatness. 

The  country  possesses  certainly  all  ilie  natural  advantages  common 
to  most  other  countries,  and  in  the  means  of  animal  subsistence,  perhaps 
sup<'ri<>r  to  any  other.  I  am  aware  that  this  benefif-enco  of  nature  may 
ho  regarded  as  a  very  c^uestionable  advantage,  as  it  sends  greatly  to  pro- 
mote indolent  habits.  But  tliis,  I  may  safely  say.no  country  in  the  world 
better  remunerates  labor,  and  e-speciallj'  the  labors  of  the  husbandman, 
than  Liberia. 

Tlie  interior  presents  a  country  inviting  in  all  its  aspects  :  a  fi]ie 
rolling  couutrv,  nbonnding  in  .streams  and  rivuL't<;  forests  of  timber  in 
great  variety,  abundance,  and  usefulne.'-s ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  <iuite 
sahibrious  beintr  free  from  the  miasniatic  inilucnccs  of  tlie  mungrovo 
swaTHps  near  the  coast. 

The   commercial   resources    of  Liberia,  even   at    the    present    time. 
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though  scarcely  commenced  to  bo  JovolopeJ,  aro  of  sufficient  Importance 
lo  induce  foreigners,  American  and  European,  to  locate  in  tiie  liepubhc 
for  the  pui'^wses  uf  trade.  ^\nd  I  verily  believe  the  agricultural  and 
■commercial  sources  of  wealth  in  Western  and  Central  ^U'rica  are  far 
beyond  the  most  carefully  studied  speculations  of  those  even  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  capacity  of  the  country.  The 
.levelopment  of  these  will  continue  to  progress,  and  must,  in  tlie  very 
natm-e  of  things,  secure  to  Lilx-ria  gi'eat  commercial  importance;  and 
'.his  will  bring  her  citizens  into  such  business  rclatious  with  the  peoples 
cf  other  portions  of  the  world  as  will  insure  to  them  that  consideratioa 
which  wealth,  Iteming,  and  moral  worth  never  fail  to  inspire. 

With  what  rapiditj'  Liberia  shall  pirjgress  in  her  future  career  is 
a  question  involving  several  considerations;  and,  doubtless,  the  most 
important  among  these  is  a  sti'ict  adlievnco  by  her  people  to  the 
prii.ciples  of  true  Christianity,  and  a  hrr.i  reliance  on  Ilim  who  disposes 
all  tilings  according  to  His  own  wilL  Of  course,  much  also  depends  upon 
additional  help  from  the  United  States  to  aid  in  a<Iv;incing  still  more 
rapidly  the  civilizing^nd  Christianizing  her  present  aboriginal  popula-  ; 

tion,  and  so  prepare  them  for  greater  usefulness  as  citizens  of  the  Ke-  j 

public  ;  and  thio  work  sh;dl  go  on  penetrating  into  the  interior,  until 
ifthcr  heathen  tribes  shall  ?je  brought  within  the  scope  of  ('hristian  civil- 
ization and  incoi-porated  in  the  Kopublie,  thus  fomiing  an  Alrican  nation- 
ality that  will  command  the  respect  of  the  civilized  world.  All  this'I  be- 
lieve to  be  entirely  practicable.  I  believe  Heaven  designs  tliat  Africa 
shall  be  redeemed;  that  the  light  uf  the  Gospel  of  Christ  shall  shine 
there  ;  that  her  great  natural  resources  shall  bo  developed  ;  that  she 
tehall  take  rank  with  (.ither  States  and  Empires ;  that  she  shall  have  a, 
ilterature  and  a  historj'.  Is  there  any  reason  why  all  this  may  not  come 
to  pass  ?  I  trow  not.  Liberia  has  already  madt^  rapid  strides — now  in 
ireaty  relations  with  thirteen  foreign  Powers,  including  the  United  States. 
Then,  surely,  we  have  every  reason  to  hope  and  believe  that  a  kind  Prov- 
idence will  continue  to  watch  over  all  her  interests^  and  that  her  future 
career  will  be  e([ually  progressive. 

I  know,  Mr.  President,  you  believe  the  Dlv-Ine  decree,  that  "  Ethiopia 
shall  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  G(jd  ;''  doubtless  all  Christians  believe 
tills.  Would,  then,  that  Christiaos  tlironghout  these  United  States,  and 
indeed  all  Christendom,  fully  appreciated  the  responsibdity  they  are  un- 
der to  aid  in  the  fulfillment  of  this  inspired  pn)phecy  ^  then,  surely,  this 
Society,  under  whose  auspices  so  nuif-h  is  being-  done  toward  tho  further- 
ance of  that  grand  event,  could  not  fail  to  receive  that  sympathy  and  sup- 
port necessary  to  tlfo  eilicicnt  prosecution  of  an  enterprise  which  promises 
90  much  real  good  to  ^yHca. 
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